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11.—Retail Instalment Paper Purchased and Balances Outstanding, by Class of Goods, 
1959-63 

(Millions of dollars) 

Class of Goods 

Paper Purchased Balances Outstanding Dec. 31— 
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Consumer Credit.—Total balances outstanding on credit extended to consumers by 
retail stores and certain financial institutions are increasing very rapidly. Although the 
financial institutions included in the survey do not cover all sources of consumer credit, 
returns from the selected holders indicate that balances outstanding on credit extended to 
individuals for the purchase of consumer goods and services have more than doubled since 
1955. The figures in Table 12 do not include credit extended for commercial purposes. 

12.—Balances Outstanding on Retail Trade Credit and Loans Extended to Individuals 
for Non-business Purposes by Certain Financial Institutions, 1955-61 

(Millions of dollars) 

Year 

II! Sales 
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1955 822 
873 
901 
937 
992 

1,038 
1,088 
1,125 
1,183 
1,243 
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756 
780 
768 
806 

828 
756 
801 
874 
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356 
362 
401 
484 

549 
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714 
810 
901 

780 
748 
677 
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1,143 
1,366 
1,555 
1,824 
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258 
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822 
873 
901 
937 
992 

1,038 
1,088 
1,125 
1,183 
1,243 
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756 
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828 
756 
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362 
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1,001 

1,143 
1,366 
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992 
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937 
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516 
579 
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840 

Accounts outstanding on the books of retailers stood at $1,242,600,000 at the end of 
1964. Lumber and building material dealers and farm implement dealers, at one time in
cluded in these figures, have been omitted since 1958 so that the results now approximate 
more closely "consumer" credit. 


